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American Farmland TrustAmerican Farmland Trust

Working Lands Alliance
A Project of American Farmland Trust

www.workinglandsalliance.org
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www.ctplanningforagriculture.com



Agricultural CommissionsAgricultural Commissions

• What is an Ag Com?

• What does an Ag Com do?

• Who serves on an Ag Com? 



Agricultural CommissionsAgricultural Commissions

SAMPLE Ag Com Ordinances: 
www.ctplanningforagriculture.com

ESTABLISHED: By Ordinance adopted June 22, 2009 

CHARGE/DUTIES: The Agriculture Commission shall be an advisory board to the Board of 
Selectmen with the following charges and duties: 

A. Information 

B. Education 

C. Conflict Resolution 

D. Economic Opportunities 

ELECTED/APPOINTED: Appointed by the Board of Selectmen

MEMBERSHIP: The Agricultural Commission will consist of 5 members and 3 alternates. 

LENGTH OF TERM: Staggered 3-year terms,  



Agricultural CommissionsAgricultural Commissions

For more information about MA Ag Coms, visit: 
www.massagcom.org



Now What? Now What? 

• Once an Ag Com is formed, then what? 

• What is needed in your community? 

• Time to do many things

• Keep your momentum 



Listening Sessions and SurveysListening Sessions and Surveys

North Stonington Survey

- 53 surveys returned

- Range of questions from succession plans of farmer to 
marketing methods

- Focus on issues/concerns 

Information Sessions 

- Student interest in agriculture

- Farm energy

- Farm conservation options



Promoting Local FarmsPromoting Local Farms
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EducationEducation

Clearing house of information for farmers 

- NRCS federal conservation programs (EQIP, FRPP)

- FSA programs/loans

- CT Farm Energy Program (E CT RC&D)

- CT Dept of Ag programs (grants, buy local, farmland 
protection)



EducationEducation



EducationEducation



EducationEducation



Planning for Farmland Preservation Planning for Farmland Preservation 

Guilford Ag Com

- Inventory – creation of dynamic maps

- “Locally Important” soils

- Scoring sheet

- Methods for preservation

- Outreach to land trust



Planning for Farmland Preservation Planning for Farmland Preservation 



Planning for Farmland Preservation Planning for Farmland Preservation 

New Milford Farmland 
Preservation 
Committee:

“Strategic Action Plan,”
2007 



Planning for Farmland Preservation Planning for Farmland Preservation 

Designation of Locally 
Important Farmland 
Soils

More info: 
www.ctplanningforagriculture.com



Resources Available Resources Available 

CT Department of Agriculture

- General: 860-713-2500

- Municipal: Ron Olsen: 860-713-2550

Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)

- General: 860-871-4011

- Farm Bill programs: Kip Kolesinskas: 860-871-4047

CT Farm Bureau

- General: 860-768-1100



Resources Available Resources Available 

More resources: www.ctplanningforagriculture.com



Contact InformationContact Information

American Farmland Trust

www.farmland.org
www.workinglandsalliance.org

Ben Bowell

New England Field Rep.

860-683-4230

bbowell@farmland.org


